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ailment that he thought he would be able to relieve. Anyone
complaining in Paderewski's presence of a sleepless night or
of a pain would be eagerly questioned about himself and
his symptoms. Eventually Paderewski would run upstairs
to his bedroom and hurry back, bringing with him some
little bottle or a box of pills. If it was a more complicated
matter he would insist upon special treatment, and in cases
of greater seriousness, especially if he knew that the patient
had no financial means, he would not only suggest the
particular cure, the visit to a well-known specialist or the
appropriate spa, but he would insist on making the gift of
money that would make the cure possible. In such cases
Paderewski could forget his position and his enforced
self-restraint, and it was as though he eagerly sought to
retrace the path that led to an almost forgotten land.
One day during a lesson, he noticed that one of his pupils
was playing particularly badly ; he also noticed a strained
expression on the pupil's face. " What is the matter with
you to-day ? " Paderewski enquired, and there was a look
in his eyes as though he expected the answer that actually
came. With some hesitation the pupil explained that he
had not slept during the night and that he was suffering from
an almost unbearable headache. Paderewski leaped up
from his chair and exclaimed : " But why didn't you tell
me so directly you came in ? There is no need for anybody
to have a headache. Come, I will cure you instantly."
He led the young man into his own bedroom, seated him
on a chair, placed himself behind it, and began to massage
the back of his pupil's head and neck. Feeling rather
embarrassed, the young man after a few minutes averred
that the pain had gone. But Paderewski's only answer
was : " Nonsense, dear boy. You are not telling the truth.
You are thinking that I have had enough. I know quite
well that your head is still aching." There was nothing to
be done ; the pupil sat back in his chair and Pader-
ewski continued the massage for another twenty minutes.
His expert treatment actually did cure the young man's
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